The Times of tlie 25th of September has an article on the subject of cholera in India, from which we extract the following:?
"The recent outbreaks of cholera among European troops in India, to which we have directed attention, have called forth remarks from several correspondents who are more or less acquainted with the local conditions of the stations in which the disease has appeared. Their letters assign various causes, and suggest various remedies for the periodical recurrence of the most formidable and most demoralizing of epidemics. In the country itself an army sanitary commission has long been at work upon the question, at present with the sole result that its members have been overwhelmed by the number and variety of the views and statements submitted to them, and that they have been unable to educe even the form of order from such a chaos of material. well, and the filthy dipping vessels are so many totally unguarded inlets through which cholera, or any other epidemic disease, may at any time enter and be diffused abroad among the garrison. In all these wells the need for protection from choleraic discharges may be said to be totally neglected in practice ; and it is further asserted that in more than one instance foul water has been strained through filters, made from sand, which had itself been exposed to choleraic contagion. Such are the conditions against which we have to guard in the East; and they render the quality of the original source of water-supply a matter of less importance than the intercepting of accidental pollution between the source and the consumer. Water which was hard, or turbid, or brackish, or in other respects of bad quality, might, indeed, be unwholesome, but it would not be a cause of cholera; and no degree of original purity or excellence would avail if the supposed good water had been contaminated by cholera matter on its way. The protection against cholera, which may be gained from closed channels and reservoirs, is not, therefore, in any sense a matter of hypothesis. It is a matter of fact, like the pi'otection against rain which is afforded by an umbrella. Like that protection, also, it is possibly incomplete, and may leave some channels of access unguarded. But we do not discard umbrellas on the ground that they fail to keep the feet dry ; and we have no right to neglect precautions which would be, to a great extent, effectual on the ground that further precautions might bo required in addition to them. So long as the Indian authorities leave wells and watercourses exposed to innumerable chances of pollution, so long will they retain one efficient channel of cholera in their midst."
We heartily concur in the sentiments expressed in this article ; but The Times is wrong in supposing that the ' value and importance' of the fact that water is one of the media by which cholera is disseminated, has remained unappreciated to my mind been satisfactorily demonstrated, and must bo considered at presonfc as a mere hypothesis, whatever Dr. Macnamara may aver to the contrary" (2nd August, 1870). "We can only hope that the epidemic of cholera through which this presidency has just passed, may be the last which will find any of our troops supplied with water in the manner above described by Lord Napier, because we hold with The Times, and have repeatedly asserted our conviction, that " water contaminated by choleraic discharges will reproduce cholera in those who drink it; and that this is no mere hypothesis, but a truth resting on evidence which cannot be contravened."
